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courage  is  contagious 

Viewing  cable  09TRIPOLI685,  MEGRAHI  RETURNS  TO  LIBYA  ACCOMPANIED  BY  SAIF  AL-ISLAM 

If  you  are  new  to  these  pages,  please  read  an  introduction  on  the  structure  of  a cable  as  well  as  how  to  discuss  them  with  others.  See  also  the  FAOs 

Understanding  cables 

Every  cable  message  consists  of  three  parts: 

• The  top  box  shows  each  cables  unique  reference  number,  when  and  by  whom  it  originally  was  sent,  and  what  its  initial  classification  was. 

• The  middle  box  contains  the  header  information  that  is  associated  with  the  cable.  It  includes  information  about  the  receiver(s)  as  well  as  a general  subject. 

• The  bottom  box  presents  the  body  of  the  cable.  The  opening  can  contain  a more  specific  subject,  references  to  other  cables  (browse  bv  origin  to  find  them)  or 
additional  comment.  This  is  followed  by  the  main  contents  of  the  cable:  a summary,  a collection  of  specific  topics  and  a comment  section. 

To  understand  the  justification  used  for  the  classification  of  each  cable,  please  use  this  WikiSource  article  as  reference. 

Discussing  cables 

If  you  find  meaningful  or  important  information  in  a cable,  please  link  directly  to  its  unique  reference  number.  Linking  to  a specific  paragraph  in  the  body  of  a cable  is  also 
possible  by  copying  the  appropriate  link  (to  be  found  at  theparagraph  symbol).  Please  mark  messages  for  social  networking  services  like  Twitter  with  the  hash  tags 
#cablegate  and  a hash  containing  the  reference  ID  e.g.  #09TRIPOLI685. 

Reference  ID  Created  Released  Classification  Origin 

09TRIPQLI685  2009-08-21  11:14  2011-08-30  01:44  CONFIDENTIAL  Embassy  Tripoli 
Appears  in  these  articles: 

http://news.scotsman.com/17884AVikileaks-Inside-storv-of-Megrahi39s.6780225.ip 

http://news.scotsman.com/wikileaks/Wikileaks-John-McCain-Senator-issued.6780232.ip 

http://news.scotsman.com/wikileaks/Wikileaks-Moussa-Koussa-Foreign-minister.6780230.ip 
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SUBJECT:  MEGRAHI  RETURNS  TO  LIBYA  ACCOMPANIED  BY  SAIF  AL-ISLAM 
QADHAFI 

REF:  TRIPOLI  663  TRIPOLI  00000685  001.2  OF  002  CLASSIFIED  BY:  Joan  Polaschik,  CDA,  U.S.  Embassy  Tripoli,  Department  of  State.  REASON:  1.4  (b), 

1. (C)  Summary:  Convicted  Pan  Am  103  bomber  Abdel  Basset  al-Megrahi  returned  home  to  a warm  welcome  at  Tripoli's  Mitiga  Air  Base  August  20  at  az 

2. (SBU)  Saif  al-Islam  al-Qadhafi  emerged  from  a private  plane  owned  by  Libya's  quasi-independent  Afriqiyah  Airlines  at  Mitiga  Air  Base  (former 

3. (C)  An  AP  reporter  who  had  been  bussed  into  Metiga  Air  Base  — along  with  other  international  correspondents  — to  cover  Megrahi's  return  tol 

4. (C)  At  the  same  time  Megrahi  was  landing  at  Metiga,  a crowd  of  thousands  of  Libyan  youth  gathered  on  Green  Square  in  the  center  of  downtown  I 
J5 . (C)  Although  rumors  are  swirling  that  Libyan  leader  Muammar  al-Qadhafi  met  Megrahi  at  some  point  after  his  return,  we  are  not  able  to  confi 

6. (SBU)  Local  press  did  not  report  on  the  U.S.  position  to  Megrahi's  release  or  on  President  Obama's  calls  for  Megrahi  to  remain  under  house  az 

7. (C)  Comment:  The  Libyan  Government  appears  to  be  trying  to  manage  the  optics  of  Megrahi's  return  for  two  different  audiences:  the  U.S.  and  Li 

8. (C)  Comment  continued:  As  far  as  the  Embassy  is  aware,  Megrahi  was  transported  directly  to  his  home  after  his  arrival.  The  government  has  not 


